
With Trusting Dependent Hearts 
 
 Friends, it is difficult for me to record this week’s meditation. I am certain it will be difficult 
for you to hear. In addition to the uncertainty of the Covid-19 situation, we have lost our dear 
friend and spiritual leader, a good husband, father and grandfather. Pastor Doug was this and so 
much more and he will be deeply missed. Karen, my wife, discovered a brief prayer, that you may 
have already heard, but I think it is appropriate to repeat: 
 

  Faith doesn’t always take you out of the problem, 

  Faith takes you through the problem.  

  Faith doesn’t always take away the pain,  

  Faith gives you the ability to handle the pain. 

  Faith doesn’t always take you out of the storm, 

  Faith calms you in the midst of the storm. Amen 
 
 Even with our faith, we mourn, we cry and we mumble, “It isn’t fair.” On this day, during 
these times, our mourning is understandable, our tears are OK and it is all right to mumble ques-
tions of God. In fact, we are in good company when we do.       
 There are people of strong faith who think it is impious to doubt or question God. But holy 
scriptures clearly say it is not impious and, in fact, expected.  Abraham, a faithful and righteous 
man, had a lengthy struggle with God, over the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. At one-point 
Abraham boldly asked, “Far be it from Thee to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wick-
ed, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from Thee. Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth deal justly?” (Gen 18:25) A bold question for a man of God. In response, God did 
not even hint what Abraham did was wrong. God gave humans the ability to think, reason and 
challenge. God knew we would use those abilities, even towards Him.  
 How could any thinking and feeling human observing the unjust suffering of others not get 
frustrated or, even angry, with God? The Psalmist certainly did. When speaking to God he asked, 
“Why dost Thou hide Thy Face, and forget our affliction and oppression? For our soul has sunk 
down into the dust; our body cleaves to the earth.” (44:24-25) 
 Jeremiah also got angry. Referring to the Jewish people as His daughter at the time of the 
Babylonian destruction of the Jewish Temple, Jeremiah railed against God, “For the brokenness 
of the daughter of my people I am broken, I mourn, dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm 
in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has not the health of the daughter of my people 
been restored?” (8:21-22) 
 Most righteous of men, Job self-righteously wept, “Is it all one, therefore, I say, He destroys  
the guiltless and the wicked.    If the scourge kills suddenly,  He mocks the despair of the inno-
cent. The earth is given into the hand of the wicked; He covers the faces of its judges. If it is not, 
He, then who is it?” (9:22-24) 
 Finally, and most importantly, there is Jacob, Abraham’s grandson and the father of twelve 
sons whose descendants would become the twelve tribes of Israel.  All of Jacobs life was filled 
with a tension. It stemmed from God’s promise to provide everything Jacob needed and Jacob’s 
desire to provide those things for himself. After  using  trickery to steal his  brother Esau’s  birth-
right and leaving  home in fear of Esau’s revenge, Jacob traveled to a distant uncle seeking a 
wife. Twenty years later using his own methods, Jacob had wives and twelve children and desired 
to return to the place of his birth and face his brother. On that return journey, Jacob came face-to-
face with a certain Stranger. It was the defining moment of his life.  
 
 

  
 
 



 Jacob and the Stranger wrestled with each other all night, apparently neither getting the up-
per hand. At one point, the Stranger dislocated Jacobs thigh. This caused Jacob to realize who he 
was wrestling with, someone of immense power, who could easily defeat him. He realized he was 
wrestling with God. Now crippled Jacob had no choice, he had to rely completely on God. He hum-
bly requested God to bless him. 
     Once Jacob's tenacity is expressed in a needful posture, God blessed him and renamed 
him. The new name cleansed him of his old ways. God called him Israel, which means “to struggle 
with God.” God had always been willing to bless and protect Jacob. He had only been waiting for 
Jacob to ask with a trusting, dependent heart. 
 That is where we are today. Like Abraham, the Psalmist, Jeremiah, Job, Jacob, we can 
question, we can protest, we can shake our fists and cry out in anger, we can weep, we can 
mourn, we can in all ways struggle with God. He has given us permission, he actually wants us to, 
it makes our faith authentic. Is there one person whom you have ever loved with which you did not 
struggle? Why should God be any different. Our struggle means the relationship is real.  
 Indeed, after Abraham, Jeremiah, Job and Jacob questioned, they returned to faith, and 
gave their trusting, dependent hearts to God. When tested, at God’s command, Abraham went 
forth and was in the process of sacrificing his beloved son, Isaac, when God stopped him. Despite 
some questioning, Jeremiah served as God’s faithful prophet for forty years, enduring prison and 
rejection by friends and neighbors; yet through it he remained obedient and faithfully prayed “Sing 
to the Lord, praise the Lord! For He has delivered the soul of the needy one from the hand of 
evil…” (Jeremiah 20:13) After his display of anger, Job spoke to God, “I have heard Thee by the 
hearing of the ear; but now my eyes see Thee; therefore I retract, and I repent in dust and ash-
es.” (42:5-6) And, Jacob, after living most of his life trying to do things his own way, put his faith in 
God, who blessed him and his family.   
 For us then, after we have mourned, shed tears and even shaken our fists at God, let us, 
too, turn our trusting, dependent hearts to Him as we pray: 
 Lord, we thank you for being with us always. Because of you, we know our future is secure 
as you are preparing it for us. We choose faith over fear. We choose to set our eyes on you and 
not on our circumstances. We choose joy over despair. We choose peace over worry. We trust you 
to protect our way and bring us safely through the trials we’re facing. For victory and salvation are 
found in you alone. Amen. 


